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NEWS - EDUCATION

Kairos breaks ground on new
learning center

Members of the Kairos Public Schools Board of Directors (from left) Greg Ritchie, Leah
Parker, Joanne Carli, Jon Sibug, Jared Austin, Leslie Shebley, and Ellen Beckmann-
Jone toss dirt into the air during a ceremonial groundbreaking for the school’s new
11,000 square-foot learning center complex under construction in the Brighton Landing
subdivision Friday in Vacaville. (Joel Rosenbaum / The Reporter)
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The next year promises to be a big one for Kairos Public School, as the tuition-free
public charter school builds a new campus in the Brighton Landing neighborhood,
expands to high school and opens a new independent learning center.

The latter is the first phase of this new era for Kairos, and ground was broken on
its 27-acre site off Sunflower Street Friday to signify the start of the construction
process.

“Just about six months ago, we were out here casting vision, getting a $125,000
check from the Silicon Schools Fund foundation to get this project started,” Jared
Austin, co-founder and executive director of Kairos, told the crowd. “(It) laid some
groundwork for us, now we’re getting ready to break ground.”

Austin told The Reporter the project started in 2018 when the school was
approached by The New Home Company, developers of Brighton Landing, and
was told they had land that was zoned for a school next to the neighborhood’s
public park, Nashe Mesto Park.

“They heard a lot of great things about the high-quality program of Kairos, and
they said they wanted to provide a high-quality school within the Brighton Landing
community neighborhood,” he said.
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Using a toy bulldozer, William Camp, 5, of Vacaville at Transitional Kindergarten student
at Kairos Public School holds his own groundbreaking ceremony Friday in Nashe Mesto
Park. The school broke ground nearby for a new learning center for their independent
studies program that is set to open next year.(Joel Rosenbaum / The Reporter)

Kairos initially purchased 11 acres on the site for $700,000 and this week closed
on an additional 16 acres for $1 million, resulting in an overall price tag of $1.8
million.

The overall build will be done in three phases, with the first phase consisting of the
new Kairos Innovative Scholars Program (KISP) Learning Center, the second
phase focusing on the TK-8 campus which would either be relocated from its
current EIm Street location or serve as a second location, and the third phase
consisting of Kairos' first-ever high school, with space available for a potential
sports complex and possible teacher housing.

https://www.thereporter.com/2022/05/06/kairos-breaks-ground-on-new-learning-center/ 3/6


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssjcGk7t_-afGTdMuNvZIXd36DyaTr_lGa5u-6wU9AgBORA9xBj5VU5oleewBXpzrG-ivvbzyk3flUrvuBs5XB3vk850V6CNoacYOlMkRjMS9u2wESOj2_tGrfwhEnEMtIu5Ss3uvJxy8ig1YmUyUmDXWfo90lcZEkc9UCVNXqdhptaWr1z6xeN3UY61AE3GzW9KzyroQofrVJ9id0u1ME6Wiu_YCrdm87q_13tkECJr7GYLw-nPGczRr8bBq6wwbNekHF6W0Z8fYGGtQ9XBvs3O18hkOWcMBF3UFgKmME7sHn1V4PtkyCwF6CYDmAI2Ja1NNHdGli0iMJ5_kvnrfGJdYeFBiVCbnhTxfw9j-9Np9PlSaFb2oE2qyjhg-B6HxaPtnFMz-fDNbxX-DAvWKY2z5rI17l4Kxq-FcJ1WvdXvBviTnFyzsHD-5BRIa1u3g2-4PsktsN31a09FpPJXuigTfv3j75ZgLs6mzshe1wv1T1MiPi2B9Kcas3G6InElZPSe1Fd0ePy85o1ylDwrJkEFdHzSgIuMSaTEWhvhsfjzWxVCAOJTMJVy_dGLGPxIPGmK7xUH8BSOdAvawMZcwCp3At1pDLP-p9jhB7W-OS93jA__TxnbFQP7wsWoQQr2X6ClMjrXAIniVwSpdM-i3B8cZrtHm4eLh1_Ac0n8bN5ydSg9StZH3S9UWuEE6_sH8Fc6nCUZXAW5NA1qKGItVyuZtQo-HOnFFPAl2I5EibsOo3hoPH0MOrdPSc9lHR-a3u08lTR3RX9VXumUhA73EftMhHXHlydKy14zrhhJwihi8BWEc6HLHu9EthkSpXUuLgF9pOG0DQjREh87_eVg3sR8kApd3HcwhxIzf4irC23x2wmawgkNJHHDt9iIpy65PIYB7fmo1uHlTUQ6dD999dsRkGg7rdje_kTWvQ4Fk0xVaQnt0P1cYHsyJfFxvf2I6oaTRga9f5GzEFcB8-Sr4EWwxlOuEFSUDSXJiDl5pBdUtaAwQ2-itkuiejknT5Q4vy9EbLHwvsrzzf2lDsH3dmrSX0P2Ro1VBgOpM1xY74g4AWJfAhOphYLewlg8ItAKfuI-NiV30tz4aqi3FEUgP6savt4jRnCBXOkxvohdqC_N7hSs7TvumfjzGU44OhJXf7y2q9KJrPBnYobksA3TeHthxQhcaF9ysQucpcKusz6QPo2JQ&sai=AMfl-YTVcQEfhOj6UM4h-V4VxOPnE1rwAco8g878A5m7EkcuIDNxrSM-2BkwT_c9M3iwp7WUx9npZY8DQ4urYSwB46Kjjeg1qB9t49MgIxHBCd8gnmTBHVEfFBM4NwTBsyHqed9ps4K-aXmEWQhtewH2XaARodYJSGcsXEJQ2HqD_cwKEssA1X0dSxtMYLENOsRKIH4QpMnY83pJAAv5sbEv22C-fk9EGX8-&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPN-sVuRswOg&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.johnmuirhealth.com/services/primary-care/heart-lp.html%3Fcid%3Dpddsp:Men-50-77:Google:Display_JMH_C_C_NA_Men_50_77_Y2_Chest_pain_could_mean_more_728x90_NA_Eng_NA_NA_NA_NA_NA
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssjcGk7t_-afGTdMuNvZIXd36DyaTr_lGa5u-6wU9AgBORA9xBj5VU5oleewBXpzrG-ivvbzyk3flUrvuBs5XB3vk850V6CNoacYOlMkRjMS9u2wESOj2_tGrfwhEnEMtIu5Ss3uvJxy8ig1YmUyUmDXWfo90lcZEkc9UCVNXqdhptaWr1z6xeN3UY61AE3GzW9KzyroQofrVJ9id0u1ME6Wiu_YCrdm87q_13tkECJr7GYLw-nPGczRr8bBq6wwbNekHF6W0Z8fYGGtQ9XBvs3O18hkOWcMBF3UFgKmME7sHn1V4PtkyCwF6CYDmAI2Ja1NNHdGli0iMJ5_kvnrfGJdYeFBiVCbnhTxfw9j-9Np9PlSaFb2oE2qyjhg-B6HxaPtnFMz-fDNbxX-DAvWKY2z5rI17l4Kxq-FcJ1WvdXvBviTnFyzsHD-5BRIa1u3g2-4PsktsN31a09FpPJXuigTfv3j75ZgLs6mzshe1wv1T1MiPi2B9Kcas3G6InElZPSe1Fd0ePy85o1ylDwrJkEFdHzSgIuMSaTEWhvhsfjzWxVCAOJTMJVy_dGLGPxIPGmK7xUH8BSOdAvawMZcwCp3At1pDLP-p9jhB7W-OS93jA__TxnbFQP7wsWoQQr2X6ClMjrXAIniVwSpdM-i3B8cZrtHm4eLh1_Ac0n8bN5ydSg9StZH3S9UWuEE6_sH8Fc6nCUZXAW5NA1qKGItVyuZtQo-HOnFFPAl2I5EibsOo3hoPH0MOrdPSc9lHR-a3u08lTR3RX9VXumUhA73EftMhHXHlydKy14zrhhJwihi8BWEc6HLHu9EthkSpXUuLgF9pOG0DQjREh87_eVg3sR8kApd3HcwhxIzf4irC23x2wmawgkNJHHDt9iIpy65PIYB7fmo1uHlTUQ6dD999dsRkGg7rdje_kTWvQ4Fk0xVaQnt0P1cYHsyJfFxvf2I6oaTRga9f5GzEFcB8-Sr4EWwxlOuEFSUDSXJiDl5pBdUtaAwQ2-itkuiejknT5Q4vy9EbLHwvsrzzf2lDsH3dmrSX0P2Ro1VBgOpM1xY74g4AWJfAhOphYLewlg8ItAKfuI-NiV30tz4aqi3FEUgP6savt4jRnCBXOkxvohdqC_N7hSs7TvumfjzGU44OhJXf7y2q9KJrPBnYobksA3TeHthxQhcaF9ysQucpcKusz6QPo2JQ&sai=AMfl-YTVcQEfhOj6UM4h-V4VxOPnE1rwAco8g878A5m7EkcuIDNxrSM-2BkwT_c9M3iwp7WUx9npZY8DQ4urYSwB46Kjjeg1qB9t49MgIxHBCd8gnmTBHVEfFBM4NwTBsyHqed9ps4K-aXmEWQhtewH2XaARodYJSGcsXEJQ2HqD_cwKEssA1X0dSxtMYLENOsRKIH4QpMnY83pJAAv5sbEv22C-fk9EGX8-&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPN-sVuRswOg&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.johnmuirhealth.com/services/primary-care/heart-lp.html%3Fcid%3Dpddsp:Men-50-77:Google:Display_JMH_C_C_NA_Men_50_77_Y2_Chest_pain_could_mean_more_728x90_NA_Eng_NA_NA_NA_NA_NA

5/10/22, 10:40 AM Kairos breaks ground on new learning center — The Vacaville Reporter

An architect’s rendering of Kairos Public School’s new 11,000 square-foot that is
currently under construction in the Brighton Landing subdivision in Vacaville and is set to
open next year.(Photo Courtesy of Kairos Public Schools)

The learning center would provide a larger permanent space for KISP, an
independent study program that serves approximately 150 students.

“It's a learning center where they can come and take workshops, meet with
teachers,” KISP Coordinator Leslie Shebley said.

The program provides enrichment opportunities for students in disciplines such as
art and science in an effort to “bring the students together to be able to have fun
with their learning and develop relationships,” Austin said. The current building for
the program is across the street from Three Oaks Community Center, but Austin
said the program is maxed out. The new space would allow Kairos to serve twice
as many students.

“We’re hoping to have twice the amount of opportunities to build relationships and

an awesome learning experience for the kids,” he said.

The design for the campus was created by Studio W Architects in San Jose, the
campus construction will be done by DesCor Builders out of Rancho Cordova, and
former NFL linebacker and Fairfield High School graduate Desmond Bishop and
his wife, Geeta, are providing consultation on the sports complex.

Additonally, Austin said Kairos was working with Sustainable Solano on 6
developing a community garden where students can grow vegetables and serve Q
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5/10/22, 10:40 AM Kairos breaks ground on new learning center — The Vacaville Reporter

“We’re so glad that you're all along for the ride,” she said.
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