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FAIRFIELD — Twenty Fairfield and Suisun City residents are in a 10-month program, Resilient Roots, to champion

climate action in their own communities.

The program is funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Greenbelt Alliance and Sustainable Solano are

nurturing local champions who met for the first time in September.

Greenbelt Alliance was given a $324,908 grant.

Suisun City and Fairfield were chosen for climate challenges of sea level rise, wildfires and inland flooding that can

affect predominantly low-income communities within their borders.

Resilient Roots will support residents in becoming advocates and bringing their own expertise into all types of

planning, restoration and development projects and policies.

After a launch session, the fellows delved into climate change and environmental justice. It was followed by a

workshop on communication and advocacy.

Throughout the program, fellows will design a capstone project that addresses a specific climate challenge in their

community or around the San Francisco Estuary.

Resilient Roots participants will kick off the new year with a field trip. (Courtesy photo)



Fellows explored collaborative relationships needed to drive climate change resilience with specific prompts. One

prompt, for example, asked fellows to develop a campaign that focuses on building resilience in vulnerable

communities to climate impacts in Solano County, such as flooding and heat waves. 

Phoenix Armenta, the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission’s senior manager for Climate

Equity and Community Engagement, gave an overview of environmental justice principles. 

Fellows participated in a discussion with Liat Meitzenheimer, who shared about Fresh Air Vallejo’s environmental

justice win that took local organizing, political strategy and continuous pressure to ultimately stop a harmful

development.

Urban planner Lakeisha Wright shared stories and advocacy campaigns that are key for making change.

Solano County Supervisor Wanda Williams discussed the critical role of local government in advocating for equitable

access to parks and green spaces.

Fellows engaged in an interactive "Dream Your Park" activity to explore the ins and outs of recreation resources and

park needs in their own communities.

In the new year, fellows will take a field trip to Soul Food Farms in Vacaville.

The program will culminate in a showcase event in June to celebrate the work of the program participants and launch a

digital resource for other communities to learn from their findings. 



Learn more at www.greenbelt.org/resilient-roots-climate-leaders-network.
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