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Challenges identified by
farmers and ranchers
differ from those of
other stakeholders

Sustainable Agritourism Development

* Concerns about traffic, noise, and taking land out of
agricultural production

Lack of Cohesive Strategy

* Need to share best practices and models
+ Defining and planning for agritourism at county and
state level
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What about the How will agritourism

impacts of large impact agricultural
special events? production?
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https://sanjosespotlight.com/santa-clara-county-agriculture-tourism-threatened-by-development/

Ensuring agriculture as
the primary land use

Most cities and counties have
language in their policies
addressing the supplemental
or accessory nature of
agritourism uses.

Some local governments take
additional steps to ensure
agriculture is the primary
land use.




Example: Contra Costa County

“824-2.008 Accessory Use. An agritourism use is allowed only if
it is an accessory use on a property that is used for agriculture,
as defined in Section 82-4.206. If property is located in an
agricultural zoning district but the property is not used for
agriculture, then no agritourism use is allowed on the property.”

Source: Contra Costa County Ordinance 2024-06 (2024)
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https://contra-costa.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=12721539&GUID=7127BC73-11D9-4092-B2F4-647149336E6E

Example: Contra Costa County

An “agricultural activities and promotion plan” is required for all agricultural lodging,
agricamping and farm dinners.

Parcel agricultural activities

Bed and breakfast establishments:

« At least 80 percent of a parcel where a bed and breakfast establishment is
located must be engaged in agricultural activities and kept free of structures.

Farm to table restaurants:

At least 80 percent of a parcel where a farm-to-table restaurant is located must
be engage in agricultural activities and kept free of structures.

« At least 50 percent of the fruits and vegetables served at a farm-to-table
restaurant must be grown on-site.

« Atleast 75 percent of the fruits and vegetables served at a farm-to-table
restaurant must be grown within Contra Costa County.

Source: Contra Costa County Ordinance 2024-06 (2024)
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https://contra-costa.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=12721539&GUID=7127BC73-11D9-4092-B2F4-647149336E6E

Example: El Dorado

“Agricultural production is the primary use or function of the
property. Primary use or function means that the property is used
for agricultural production and the sale of the agricultural
commodity that is produced on the property. The Agricultural
Commissioner may review the proposed Ranch Marketing area
to ensure that the site conforms to the standards...”

Source: Ranch Marketing Ordinance (Updated 2024)
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https://library.municode.com/ca/el_dorado_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT130ZO_ART4SPUSRE_CH130.44RAMA

Example: El Dorado

Minimum Cropland Area:

Except as provided in Subsection 2.d below, the acreage shall comply with either of the
following:

(1) Five acres of permanent agricultural cropland.
(2) Ten acres of annual agricultural cropland in production.

The minimum cropland area shall be properly maintained and cared for to produce a
commercial crop. The Agricultural Commissioner may determine whether the cropland
area is in compliance with this paragraph. Failure to maintain cropland will void the ranch
marketing uses of this Chapter.

Source: Ranch Marketing Ordinance (Updated 2024)
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https://library.municode.com/ca/el_dorado_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT130ZO_ART4SPUSRE_CH130.44RAMA

Example: Santa Barbara

“Q: Can | have an agricultural enterprise use on my AG-Il property if | am not
doing agriculture?

A: No. The Agricultural Enterprise Ordinance requires that the primary land use on a
property be the production of one or more agricultural commodities for commercial
purposes...”

Source: Santa Barbara Ag Enterprise Ordinance (2024)
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https://www.countyofsb.org/4709/Ag-Enterprise-Ordinance-AEO

Example: Santa Barbara

If the premises (property) is not enrolled in an (3) Purchase receipts or invoices for inputs, such as:

agricultural preserve contract: (a) Grape vines, orchard trees

You will need to provide information or documentation to
demonstrate onsite commercial agricultural activities, : : .
such as orchards, row crops, livestock, etc. Information (c) Livestock feed, veterinary services
or documents may include: (4) Leases or contracts, such as:

(1) Tax documents — Schedule F (profit or loss from (a) ~Grazing leases
farming) (b) Farming leases

(2) Sales receipts or contracts demonstrating sales of (5)  Crop production records, such as:
crops or livestock to: (@) Harvestlogs

(b) Yield records

(b) Seeds, fertilizers

(a) Packing house _

(6) Livestock records, such as:
(b)  Auction house (a) Animal inventory
(c) Processing plant (b) Breeding and sales logs
(d) Farmers market (c) Vaccination records
(

e) Online or direct sales

_ _ UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Source: Santa Barbara Aq Enterprise Ordinance (2024) Agriculture and Natural Resources



https://www.countyofsb.org/4709/Ag-Enterprise-Ordinance-AEO

How cities and counties
handle “special events”
in ag-zoned properties

Some governments build in
events to their agritourism
ordinance, subjecting events to

extra scrutlny or requirements
El Dorado
Santa Barbara
San Diego
Other governments have a
more generalized events policy

broken down by zone




Example: Santa Barbara

AG-II
Overlay

Small-scale Exempt Minor

Events CUP
(Mix and Match)

Educational Exempt Minor
Experiences CUP
and

Opportunities

Farm-to-table dinners, cooking classes, weddings, yoga workshops, bike races, trail runs
* Max 10 event days/month; 25 event days/year; 10 events/year
* 40-320 acres: max 50 attendees
* 320-1,000 acres: 100 attendees
* >1,000 acres: 200 attendees
*No new structures/additions, no amplified music

Small Guided Tours

* Max 15 attendees/tour
* Max 80 tours/year
Other Educational Experiences & Opportunities (trainings, wildlife viewing, photography)

* Max 24 days/year

* <100 acres: max 50 attendees

* 100-320 acres: max 75 attendees
* >320 acres: max 100 attendees
*No new structures
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https://www.countyofsb.org/4709/Ag-Enterprise-Ordinance-AEO

Example: San Diego

Q: What are agritourism activities? Q: Does this Draft Ordinance allow me

to host weddings, music concerts,
and/or carnivals?

A: Agritourism activities are allowed
by-right and are an accessory use to a

commercial agriculture operation. The A: Private or commercial events such
activities are considered educational in as weddings, music concerts, and
nature and include U-Pick operations, carnivals are not considered incidental
on-site tours, on-site agricultural to primary agricultural, horticultural, or
instruction or demonstrations, lectures animal husbandry uses, and do not

or classes related to agriculture. qualify as Agricultural Tourism

Community Events.

Source: San Diego Ordinance No.10652 (2020)
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https://file.sandiegocounty.gov/COB/COBPublicView?id=0901127e80b8cf23

Cities and counties
have a range of tools to
meet stakeholders’
goals for permitting
agritourism uses

Tiered permitting system
- Ag use requirements
Narrowed scope of events




omhenry@ucanr.edu
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