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Ellen Plane, with the San Francisco Estuary Institute talks about sea level rise during aEllen Plane, with the San Francisco Estuary Institute talks about sea level rise during a
waterfront ‘Sea Level Rise Walking Tour’ in Vallejo on Saturday. (Chris Riley/Times-waterfront ‘Sea Level Rise Walking Tour’ in Vallejo on Saturday. (Chris Riley/Times-
Herald)Herald)

THINGS TO DOTHINGS TO DO

Vallejo Sea Level Rising TourVallejo Sea Level Rising Tour
explores waterfront,explores waterfront,
community engagementcommunity engagement
Solano Bay Shore Resilience hosts anSolano Bay Shore Resilience hosts an

informational walking tour to identify howinformational walking tour to identify how

rising sea levels could impact Vallejo’s shorelinerising sea levels could impact Vallejo’s shoreline
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The Bay Area could see up to 10 inches of sea level rise by 2050.The Bay Area could see up to 10 inches of sea level rise by 2050.

Solano County, with its low-lying land along the Bay Shore, is one of severalSolano County, with its low-lying land along the Bay Shore, is one of several

regions vulnerable to these rising levels — which experts say could be up toregions vulnerable to these rising levels — which experts say could be up to

inches by 2050.inches by 2050.

On Saturday, residents showed up for an interactive walking tour of Vallejo’sOn Saturday, residents showed up for an interactive walking tour of Vallejo’s

Waterfront hosted by Solano Bayshore Resiliency. The event was part of theWaterfront hosted by Solano Bayshore Resiliency. The event was part of the

organization’s Resiliency Project, an effort to identify community-centeredorganization’s Resiliency Project, an effort to identify community-centered

solutions to protect local ecosystems.solutions to protect local ecosystems.

Solano County and the Fairfield-Suisun Sewer District are partnering withSolano County and the Fairfield-Suisun Sewer District are partnering with

surrounding cities to plan for the region’s “resilience” as sea levels continue tosurrounding cities to plan for the region’s “resilience” as sea levels continue to

rise. The collaborative efforts will result in a Regional Shoreline Action Plan torise. The collaborative efforts will result in a Regional Shoreline Action Plan to

help communities both adapt and prepare.help communities both adapt and prepare.

People walk along the Vallejo waterfront during a ‘Sea Level Rise Walking Tour’People walk along the Vallejo waterfront during a ‘Sea Level Rise Walking Tour’

on Saturday. (Chris Riley/Times-Herald)on Saturday. (Chris Riley/Times-Herald)

“Climate change is a global phenomenon, but the impacts can be felt locally,”“Climate change is a global phenomenon, but the impacts can be felt locally,”

said Solano Resilience Manager Nate Huntington. While related conversationssaid Solano Resilience Manager Nate Huntington. While related conversations

tend to veer toward the somber, he says they could benefit from collaborativetend to veer toward the somber, he says they could benefit from collaborative

solutions.solutions.

“Sea level rise is a challenge,” said Huntington. “It can seem daunting, but it’s“Sea level rise is a challenge,” said Huntington. “It can seem daunting, but it’s

also an opportunity to think about what you love and care about in youralso an opportunity to think about what you love and care about in your

community.”community.”

Throughout the tour, residents hear directly from project experts such as theThroughout the tour, residents hear directly from project experts such as the

City of Vallejo Planning Staff, Vallejo Watershed Alliance, the Flood andCity of Vallejo Planning Staff, Vallejo Watershed Alliance, the Flood and

Wastewater District, as well as Ellen Plane, a Senior Scientist at the SanWastewater District, as well as Ellen Plane, a Senior Scientist at the San

Francisco Estuary Institute.Francisco Estuary Institute.

Conversations spanned from the ways in which rising sea levels couldConversations spanned from the ways in which rising sea levels could

threaten homes, roadways, businesses, and natural habitats along shorelines.threaten homes, roadways, businesses, and natural habitats along shorelines.

Buried flood and wastewater lines can also be impacted by reduced capacitiesBuried flood and wastewater lines can also be impacted by reduced capacities

to carry floodwaters out, which, in some cases, could lead to potential surfaceto carry floodwaters out, which, in some cases, could lead to potential surface

flooding.flooding.
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People listen to speakers during a waterfront ‘Sea Level Rise Walking Tour’ inPeople listen to speakers during a waterfront ‘Sea Level Rise Walking Tour’ in

Vallejo on Saturday. (Chris Riley/Times-Herald)Vallejo on Saturday. (Chris Riley/Times-Herald)

The cause? A few reasons, explained Plane, who specializes in shorelineThe cause? A few reasons, explained Plane, who specializes in shoreline

resilience, sea-level rise adaptation, and nature-based solutions.resilience, sea-level rise adaptation, and nature-based solutions.

“As the atmosphere is warming, it also causes the temperature of water in the“As the atmosphere is warming, it also causes the temperature of water in the

oceans to warm, which causes thermal expansion,” said Plane.oceans to warm, which causes thermal expansion,” said Plane.

The other reason, she added, is the melting of polar ice caps. “All that newThe other reason, she added, is the melting of polar ice caps. “All that new

water that’s currently locked up in ice is coming into the ocean, causing thewater that’s currently locked up in ice is coming into the ocean, causing the

level of water to rise.”level of water to rise.”

While both are causes for concern, the Bay Area, in particular, she noted,While both are causes for concern, the Bay Area, in particular, she noted,

fortunately, has quite a proactive adaptation community. One of which isfortunately, has quite a proactive adaptation community. One of which is

Solano Bayshore Resiliency.Solano Bayshore Resiliency.

The real takeaway from the event, aside from “allowing folks to learn a littleThe real takeaway from the event, aside from “allowing folks to learn a little

bit more about sea level rise — how it’ll affect the local shoreline here inbit more about sea level rise — how it’ll affect the local shoreline here in

Vallejo,” said Plane, “was giving them the opportunity for them to write inputVallejo,” said Plane, “was giving them the opportunity for them to write input

about the community assets that are important to them.”about the community assets that are important to them.”

A considerable portion of the event encouraged residents to look inward,A considerable portion of the event encouraged residents to look inward,

consider the regions and infrastructures of Vallejo that they consider mostconsider the regions and infrastructures of Vallejo that they consider most

important. “What do you love about Vallejo?” Huntington asked the crowd.important. “What do you love about Vallejo?” Huntington asked the crowd.

The project, while still in its community assessment phase, proactively aims toThe project, while still in its community assessment phase, proactively aims to

gather information on those areas of importance for consideration in itsgather information on those areas of importance for consideration in its

Regional Shoreline Action Plan.Regional Shoreline Action Plan.

“For this project to be successful, we need people’s voices,” explained“For this project to be successful, we need people’s voices,” explained

Huntington. We need people’s input to be able to talk about what they loveHuntington. We need people’s input to be able to talk about what they love

here — what community centers, libraries, businesses, roads people rely on,here — what community centers, libraries, businesses, roads people rely on,

and infrastructures that are important to people.”and infrastructures that are important to people.”

Learning these aspects helps further the project’s efforts to determine how itLearning these aspects helps further the project’s efforts to determine how it

can better protect Vallejo as rising sea levels ensue.can better protect Vallejo as rising sea levels ensue.

At this point in the project, we’re really interested in understanding theseAt this point in the project, we’re really interested in understanding these

things,” he said, “It’s about how we can ensure to adapt and protect thingsthings,” he said, “It’s about how we can ensure to adapt and protect things

people care about here.”people care about here.”



BART’s Legacy finds new homeBART’s Legacy finds new home
in Suisun Cityin Suisun City

Monday, September 14Monday, September 14

Napa, Solano leaders urgeNapa, Solano leaders urge
standing up for unions in ‘astanding up for unions in ‘a
battle for humanity’ at annuabattle for humanity’ at annua……

Monday, September 7Monday, September 7

Work on Vallejo’s Mare IslandWork on Vallejo’s Mare Island
Causeway Bridge resumes,Causeway Bridge resumes,
nearly 68% donenearly 68% done

Monday, September 14Monday, September 14

One-a-week Sidewalk ShowOne-a-week Sidewalk Show
seeks to ‘reactivate’ waterfrontseeks to ‘reactivate’ waterfront

Monday, September 14Monday, September 14

They earn $300,000 and payThey earn $300,000 and pay
$1,800 in rent in the Bay Area.$1,800 in rent in the Bay Area.
Why they can stay inWhy they can stay in……

Monday, September 7Monday, September 7

Scotts Valley hit with legalScotts Valley hit with legal
action on proposed Vallejoaction on proposed Vallejo
casinocasino

Wednesday, September 9Wednesday, September 9
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CHP helps stop man fromCHP helps stop man from

jumping off Benicia bridgejumping off Benicia bridge

Monday, September 14Monday, September 14

Report: Nearly every form ofReport: Nearly every form of

crime in Vallejo droppingcrime in Vallejo dropping

Monday, September 7Monday, September 7

Vallejo’s Empress TheatreVallejo’s Empress Theatre
amps up entertainmentamps up entertainment
offerings, diningofferings, dining

Tuesday, September 8Tuesday, September 8

A-E Source: Raise a stein at theA-E Source: Raise a stein at the

5th annual Benicia Oktoberfest5th annual Benicia Oktoberfest

Tuesday, September 8Tuesday, September 8

Thomas Gase Guide: Why helloThomas Gase Guide: Why hello
there NFL, it’s nice to see youthere NFL, it’s nice to see you
againagain

Monday, September 7Monday, September 7

Conservative group filesConservative group files
federal civil rights complaintfederal civil rights complaint
against East Bay school districtagainst East Bay school district

Saturday, September 12Saturday, September 12
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